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Felix Mendelssohn

Born to-affluent parents in 1809, Felix Mendelssohn developed an outstanding musical talent at an early
age. His parents were able to introduce him to society’s finest musicians and scholars.

Mendelssohn’s sacred work “Psalm 42, though lesser known than his secular compositions, is arguably
the finest example of 19th century choral wntlng It was written'in a style intended for performance in
the great European concert venues.

Composer Robert Schumann Mendelssohn s friend and contemporary, pr.rnsed the “gracefulness of
Mendelssohn’s craft, the delicacy and purity of every detail, the power and intensity of the climaxes, but
above all, for want of a better description, the spirituality of the music. ” Mendelssohn himself described
the work as, by far my best sacred piece,” in fact “my: best composition.” He joked that, if it were to be
poorly received, he would give up composmg and become a basketweaver

The text of Psahn 42 is generally-considered fo bea lament However thlS pamcular composition was
written at the establishment of Mendelssohn’s career, nomca]ly during Mendelssohn’s honeymoon. Tt
was a time in his life during which he.was both personally and professionally contented. This composi-
tion trulywas a labor of love. The connéction between the composer’s state of mind and the text
becomes evident in the artistry of his work.



