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In 1886, Gabriel Faure visited his wife
vacationing on the Riviera. His trip was inter-
rupted by a message informing him of his father's
death., Faure returned home and was inspired to
compose his unique "Requiem" in honor of the
memory of his father,

The liturgical text, (see program back), of
most requiem masses devotes a major portion to
the Dies Irae, the threat of judgement. Faure
only alludes to the Dies Irae as a sub-section of

the Libera Me Domine. He was primarily concerned

with the concept of the eternal peace of heaven,
as is demonstrated beautifully in the In Paradisum.

Throughout the mass, especially in the
Sanctus, Faure takes a melody previously stated in
the voices and uses it instrumentally to accompany
a new vocal melody.

Because the orchestra and voices are insepar-
ably entwined and because of its lyric melodies and
coloristic orchestrations, this mass is a favorite
among musicians and non-musicians alike.

Program notes: Lise Marcell



