
· Concert Choir and Cantori are both auditioned, touring ensembles.  Each student in the ensemble is expected to travel with the group.  Cantori annual costs are kept around $300.00 for the coming school year. Concert Choir annual costs will be determined by the tour destination currently being negotiated (Regional Tour $350-$800/National Tour $800-$1200).  These costs include the annual choir fleece, Twins ticket, clinician fees,  robe fees, and performance tour rates.
· Scholarship help is available where it is needed at a maximum of 50% of the total costs.

· AHS Choirs are comprised of students from all areas of participation.  Many of our singers are multiple-season athletes.  We work diligently to avoid conflicts and support our singers in all ways.  

· Proposed performance calendar is enclosed in this packet.  (Dates may be subject to changes/deletions/additions) 
· Audition times are posted on the Choir Office door.  Sign up (in pencil) for a time that works for you.  

· Return all signed forms to the adjudicator when you do your audition.  You will not be considered for an ensemble unless all of your paperwork in completed.
· The audition consists of several skill elements.  Descriptions are given below:
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Contact Stephanie Trump with additional questions:
763-504-8857
stephanie_trump@rdale.org
Armstrong Choir Placement Audition FAQs








The Audition:


You will vocalize to determine your range, breaks in the voice, and general clarity and color.  Vocalization will be done with the piano.  The exercises will be sung on a neutral syllable and will progress in half-step intervals, just like vocalize in choir.  Although there are no points attached to the vocalise, this is your opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in smoothly shifting from one register to another.


You will sing My Country ‘Tis of Thee in a key determined by your judge.  The choice of key will reflect the judges’ thoughts about your vocal range.  You may be asked to sing the example in several keys to help determine your section placement. You are scored on tone quality, intonation, musicality, use of breath, and placement of sound.


You will sing a major octave scale beginning on the tone provided by the adjudicator.  Although no points are given specifically for the use of solfege, we encourage you to do so because it is what your ear has come to know best given your training each day in choir. You will be scored on pitch accuracy and interval relationships.


You will select one example from a page of sight reading options.  You are given the tonic/”do” and will be given some time to study.  Please feel free to practice out loud to help prepare in this time.  You may ask once again for “do” before you begin the example.  Do not stop…do not hesitate…sing what you see…please!?!  You will be scored on pitch accuracy and rhythmic continuity.  You are not scored on the use of solfege, and as such may sing on solfege or a neutral syllable, whatever will make you most successful.


You will clap a specific rhythmic example that you will choose from a page of options presented to you.  You will be scored on the accuracy of the notated rhythms.


You will be asked to sing a specific tone in a given triad.  For instance, adjudicator will play a triad and ask you to sing the bottom/middle/top pitch that you hear.  This exercise indicates the strength of your ear for harmonic singing.


Lastly, you will be shown a choral score and asked specific questions about common musical terms.  For instance, you will be asked to find a specific page, measure number and beat in the score.  Likely asked what the name of the note is that you would sing on that beat.  And be shown a common musical term or symbol to identify.


The Directors will assign a score for participation/commitment/workmanship.














